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Disclaimer

This Expert Witness Training book is for information only. The data and
information contained within is based on information from various published and
unpublished sources and merely represents general training and opinions of the
author Judd Robbins. Care has been taken to confirm the accuracy of all
information contained within, but much of this information is based on the
personal experiences and opinions of Judd Robbins. The author and publisher are
not responsible for errors or omissions or for any consequences from application
of the information in this educational product. Neither Presentation Dynamics
nor Judd Robbins makes any guarantees or warranties, express or implied,
regarding the currentness, completeness, or legal accuracy of any information
within this training book for any particular purpose. This book is not intended to
offer legal advice, is not intended to be state-specific, and is not intended to
replace legal advice or common sense in any legal setting. You are expected to
make your own professional decisions regarding your conduct as an expert
witness, intelligently using the advice, guidance, and experience of the author.

Choice of Words

Men v. Women - Throughout this book, | make conscious efforts to respect the
fact that attorneys are sometimes men and sometimes women, and so are expert
witnesses. Authors often struggle with the desire to use “his or her” pronoun
references, as opposed to simply “his” all the time, or “her” all the time. | have
chosen to use all three approaches at various times during the book. Whoever
you are, | have thought of you in my writings, and hope that you will recognize
my efforts to surmount these potential word problems.

Attorney v. Retaining Attorney - A similar problem arises in referring to
the attorneys who may hire you as an expert witness. In real life, the attorney
who hires (retains) you as an expert is most often referred to as “your attorney”,
although “retaining attorney” might be more accurate. Since they may hire you,
but in fact be considered as a ‘client’ of yours, it might be equally accurate to
refer to them as “your attorney-client”. Either of these longer phrases might be
arguably more accurate, but after significant consideration, | have decided not to
bog down the text of this book with them. I've used them from time to time to
satisfy some readers who want the greater accuracy, and other readers who
don’t want the expert to sound like a ‘hired gun’.

Criminal v. Civil — As an expert witness, you will have the experience of
helping clients in both criminal and civil cases. The laws as well as the legal
procedures are different. The side that brings the case is called the plaintiff in a
civil case and the prosecution in a criminal case. The attorney representing the
plaintiff in a civil case is called the plaintiff or the plaintiff's attorney. The
attorney representing the prosecution in a criminal matter is called the
prosecutor. Throughout most of this book, | refer to the plaintiff and the defense
sides. Your work as an expert witness is virtually identical in either so | have
chosen not to muddy up the text by trying to use both terms plaintiff and
prosecution when discussing the side that brings a case.



